DearFriends,

A while agol published an article in the journal of the Australian Heraldry Soéighe
Secretary of the Society invited me &peak to the group if were ever in the
neighborhood, which seemed unlikely at the tirBait | had long wani to visit

Australia, andhis invitation inclined me to attend the biennial feggc hol ar s6 conf

operning in Sydney @ August31, 2015 Also there was a friendly rivalry with a college
clasmateto see who would &j first to all the inhabited contimés. | had never been to
Australia, but he had never been to Africa, so we were ti&d Ihad cousiain Sydey

whom | had hardly ever seeAnd, of course, there was the country count to consider,
stalled formore than ayear at 75. | myself was past,7@hdhad stopped buying green
bananas. No time like the present for septuagenarians! Do it while you can! So | bought a
ticket, and flew off into the sky.

FIJI

NI L My first stop wasn Fiji, whichis far away

e but not as far away as Austrglid was [§
4 [ helpful to break up the long journeyBut

who an | kidding? The real purpose of thé

Fiji stop was to add another country, and S
Fiji became country #78ts beautiful flag is shown at left; at righre
its arms, createas colonial arm$y the College of Arm#n Londonin 1908 (note the
English lion at the top of the shield, holding a pe&fihere have beefour or five coups
in Fiji since 1987, rooted ultimately in conflict between ethnic Fijians Bijidns
descended frormdiansimported in colonial timeso work the sugar fieldsThe present
(ethnicFijian) strongman, Commodorainimarama, who came to power in a coup but
whose regime is noweryshakily constitutionalhas decreed that the national flag, dating
from independence in 1970nust be scrappedecauseit looks too British After a
national competition &lue-ribbon commission selecteinumber ofdesignsfor a new
flag, including several excellent ones, but thile@ regime interered, eliminated all the
best choicesaddedsome clunky awkwardubstitutes and postponed the replacement
process(twice so fa). The outcome is uncertain, and | hope the old flag is never
replaced.

But | digress. | left on August 22, skipped August 23 entirely because of the International
Date Line, and landed at NggronauncedNandi on August 24. | rented a car and drove

1 The articl e, fCoins as lwereHer al dic Resource, 0

2 The26th International Cagress of Vexillology, informally calletCV26.

3 The motto says, in Fijiadsear God and Honor the QueeGood advice for everyone.


http://www.radbash.com/pdfs/books-articles/coins_as_a_heraldic_resource.pdf

to my hotel, a very elegantomfortableestablishment a short distane@ay. The main

island of Fiji Viti Levu, is about the size of the big island of Hawdayger than

Delaware but smaller &m ConnecticutThereare many intensely scenic spots on Viti

Levu, surf breaking on secluddzkachesocean sunsetseen through waving palmestc.,

but I di dndot see any oifl tdhledbinfor theimm,ibst justs n ot
explored arounthe placevherel found myself.

There isonly onemain roadon Viti Levu, going around the outer edge of the islahd

drove north the first dayexploring the minor roads leading to the interidfhat | saw
(below left) looked tropical but not especialscenic: red earth and grelaves, some
palms and trees | could not identify, patches of sugar cane, some cattle behind rickety
fences Rural but notramatic.

The second day | drove soufinding more or less the same thirapd visitel Nadi, the
local town, a dreary andotably unscenic collection of cement buildingsboveright)
with some Indian strip malls on the outskiftkthing to write home about, although | am
now writing about it anywayl. hardly saw the ocean at all.

Nevertheless | anglad | went to Fiji, and not only for theL -
number. Fijian peoplare remarkably handsome, especially e

men in their sulu skirts (right). Everyone wasextremely
friendly, and not just iside the tourism bubble The standard
greeting isbula, to which the esponse islsobula, making Fiji | __ 7
sounda little like a Yale pep rally | donot d had b K=
had more time in Fiji, and had sought out theh tropical
forests andidyllic beachesthe tourist literature promises,
could have found them without @dulty, and slurped down
many a pineapple cocktail by the seaside. Maybe next Buoie
this time | went next door to the airport and flew away
Sydney.
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AUSTRALIA

My first stop in Australigcountry #77!)wasits metropolisSydney, capital ofhe stag¢ of

New South Waledt was quite a shock. People had told me that | would find Australia
like the United States in 1950, perhapsl187Q whichled me to expect a livelput
unsophisticated placa, pioneer societguitable for patronizing assessmentayisitor

from a more advanced culture. Instead | found a city (and as | would learn, a country)
considerably more advanced th#re United States. Instead of America in 1950, it
seemed more likevhat America would be in 2025 if we ever got our act togetiadaich

it doesndét seem we ever wil/l

Sydney is a happening place. Because | needed to be close to the confererecé
stayed in a hotel in the downtown business disffice district hummed people seemed
to movemorequicky and purposefully tham San Francisco or even New York, anyl
American standardbey were dressed up/omen wore skirts and dresses; men w@e
and spiffy lusiness suits with narrow lapels. There was very little otrdiek suits and
torn jeans that still pass for fashiable in the United StatedEverybody seemed to be
smoking, too.)Traffic was heavy but the streets werkean andnot choked.On the
sidewalks, in the streets, everythimgved

The architecturef downtown Sydney (and other districts too,

| later found, is an appealing mixturef old and new. There
are a lot of buildings that look lik¥/ictorian andEdwardian
London, before the Germans (and later the British them
selves) knocked most of it down. (Left: the Queen Victoria
. Building, watercolor by Nancy McAlpin). There ae also
British-style buildings of older design, and terrace houses
. with castiron balconies that reminded me of New Orleans.

A/} buildingsin Art Deco and miecentury stylesOne secret of

. Sydney a&chitectureis that these older buildinggeamostly
-“’a undamaged (unlike older buildings in New York, which are

, ] ¥ almost all brutally vandalized at gnodi level) and ae mixed

in W|th modern and poshodern towergsome of the pognodern onesra pretty good).
At some point not too lateto matter

good but small old bidings still survive
in the downtown business distri@nd §z
elsewhere;the Sydneyurban streetscapey;
became a distinctive mix of old and negasam
and very new, respectful @l styles and il 39
harmonious despite (or because of) its dlverS|ty in a way | have notseﬁeerequaled


http://wearesoarty.blogspot.com/2014/06/queen-victoria-building-sydney.html

Downtown Sydney has lovely parksthey have ibises (left)™
the way we have pigeonAt first | stayed close to home, b
thenbegan to explore other districispassedhrough many
of them ona sightseeing tour in doubledecker busard -
went by taxi to meetwith people in other areas of the cit
Everywhere | went seemeousy and thriving, full of com & =&
merce and amenitieand interesting buildings and public a5

| asked about slums, but no one would admit that there were any in Sydoel.an
excursion boat on th@magnificent harbor,
and later two ferries, and Sydney looked
as handsome and advanced from the
water as it did from the land. (Sydney has
one of the most extensive urban water
fronts anywhere, full of straits and
islands andcovesT as in Istanbul, a
person could take days exploring it by
ferry.) Flying in over the city | saw a
view just like the one deft.

Discovering in Sydney a 100% First
World city, vibrant and active and very extensigemplete withplentiful taxicals and
theatres and skyscrapers gra$tmodern skyline andvery mod conall run in English)
felt | hadsuddenlydiscoveredan unexpected extension of the Western World. It agas
if, in California at the tipend of the WW., | openeda secret dooandfounda whole new
wing | had neveknown aboutThe Western Worldvas a | ot bi gger
Sydney was no colonial backwater. Looking down Elizialf&treet from Hyde Park (!)
reminded me o€Chicago. Thannerso-called suburbs (actually part ofetltore city) felt
like a combination of London and Los Angelésd everythingseemedo work a lot
better than it did at hom@his brave new worldeeling was reinforced as | saw more of
the country.

One of my main purposes in coming to
Australia was @ speak to the Australian
Heral dic Society o
as a Source of Heraldic Abt. ddveris

a technical term for an envelope that has
passed through the mail; philatelic
coveris one designed to appeal to stamp
collectors.The special desigon the left
side of a coveris called acacheti my
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study collection of more than 4500 such covers focuses on cachets of heraldic or related

design? The coveron the pagebove was issued in 1960 noark the weding of King

Baudauin of the Belgiango aSpanisthoblewomanCovers are goodsource of heraldic

art because, unlike most otheontemporary heraldic designs (for bookplates, or
notepaper, or wall plaques, or tomb sculptures), they are not made individuadlyg for

elite market but are mass pnatts, printed by the thousands and sold for a dollar or two. |

prepared a lecture and slide showilltgstrate thistopic for the Australian heraldists.
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early to make sure all the equipment worked, bupl /633_,
didnot. All the sl i del s
distorted on the computeand on the projectiorfiNg )™

screen The Secretary of the Heraldic Society ang
tried everythingi changing computers changing &
settings, multiple rebooting$ but nothing worked. 7
The presentation would have failed abjectly if all tie—
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images were distortedinally there was nothing to dotyuray. | leaned back in my chair

and sang theGANESH mantra in a loud, clear voiéeThen we turnd the computers on

one more time. The images were still just as distorted on the computer screens, but now
they came perfectly out of the projector. There was no explanation fdr wedl, there
wasoneexplanationt Everything went smoothly after thdtgave my talk, signed some

bookd, andeveryone haa good time.

August 28; the Flag & /
Congress began on =<0
Sunday night. This o .J=

seems like a good placEg=e®
to show the lovely 57k
dignified Australian flagwith the Southern Crossnd
Au st r ladlyinatibnal arms dating frorh912 (with

the flag badges of thsx states within an ermine border)

This was on Friday ) K Z

Look here for a gallery of haaldic cachets.

OM GANG GANIPATIYE NEMAHA!

Om Ganipati! Above: a painting of Sri Lor€6ANESHA reading, byGujjarappa B GFor more on

Lord GANESHA, LargeEared Lord, the MawCompleted One, auspicious and powerful, remover

of obstacles, patron of learning and literature, lbete.

! Emblems of the Indian Stat¢¥)11) andlhe Double Eaglé2014). Copies still available!



http://www.radbash.com/heraldry/heraldic-covers/heraldic-covers-gallery/
http://www.indianartcollectors.com/artwork/conceptual?page=7
http://www.radbash.com/ganesha/
http://www.flagheritagefoundation.org/fhf-publications/emblems-of-the-indian-states/
http://www.flagheritagefoundation.org/fhf-publications/the-double-eagle/

The Congress was a meoeless typical scholarly conference, better run than most, with
learned papers delivered one after another over four day®lbbrganized tightlyun
sessions. There were delegates from every continent, and it was a pleasuneteraae
flag-mavensl knew only from their writings.Many of the papers were very interesting
indeed tothosewho are interested, wth | accept isnot everyone. We had detailed
reports from people involved in the flagvision efforts in Fiji and New Zealand.
Australia too has a movement toward revising its flag (to get rid of the British jagkn

in the canton) and thoseopposingrevision insistthat no change is pOSSIble because
A Aust rfaught anch died under that fIanL : : ‘
especially atGallipoli. One of the best paper-- .
challenged that claim withdocuments and..'
photographs from #hBoer War and both Worlg
Wars, proving thatwhile the Australian bluegs
ensignshown abovewas indeed used at sonyg
headquarterdnstallations, fighting and dying
was done undethe red ensignor the British
flag, or no flag at all From World War |
anyway Commonwealth forces did not carr§
colours into battle, tpreventtheir capturgor casualtiesn defending them On one of
our lunch breakwe trooped to a nearby squareotiserve Australian Flag Day, including
a performance divValtzing Matildaand oher national airs by a high school orchestra.

| did some tourism in Sydnewyndspent quite a while at
the lovely Art Deco ANZAC Memorial, where the dome
is filled with 120,000gold starg(left), one for each New
South Wales volunteer in World Wa# I. spent a pleasant
aftemoon in the =
Museum of Sydney,
the city history | |
museum, studying &
scale model of the
First Fleet, which landed the convict settleme
party in 17881 visited people andat on the quay
near the ferry pier watching the cockatoos;
rainbow lorikeet tried to drink out of my glas.

ANZAC stands for thédustralian and New Zealand Army Corpghose service in the War was
crucial in forming the Australian national identity.

I would have let her do this but was afraidpsfttacosiswhich people can get from parakeets. A
lovely little bird, but who knows where she had been?


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gallipoli_Campaign
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_and_New_Zealand_Army_Corps
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psittacosis

Also | visited the famous Opera Houskelow), which is every bit as dramatic and
beautiful as it is said to be, one of those rare structhegdive up toa great reputatiof?

In the National Museumdiscovered the secret of the Opera Hduaéter many tries the

architectJern Utzonhit on the idea of taking all the curves from theface of the same
spheret!

And thenit was time to die intoa rented car and take off for Canberra, tiagional
capital.| drove along the southbound freeway (they call them that in Australia) until |
was well free of the i t syburbanizing forgeand then tured offonto a local road to
look for a cup of teaTherel sawthe famous statue of the Big Meriigheep(below),
which | had heard of and seen irctpresbut was not looking for. It wamonstrous and
imposing, as intended, and seemed to stanah imaassive but immovablay for the
quadrillions of sheep in Australia.

This part of New South Wales lookditke Englandi rainy,
overcast, grayabove but intensely green bel@ven though it
was wintetime in the Southern HemispherBmallish fenced
pasturesan occasionalglimpseof a valley spread out below a
distant long hill. But the pastures bame broaér and more

. spacioughan in EnglandHorse paddockdday. Cattle (perhaps
only trillions rather than quadrillions, bdefinitely no shortagg
The trees andshrubs and ground cover did not look English

10 | saw it from many vantage points: on land, on the water, from the air, up close and even inside (I

sawThe Tempeghere), and itd dazzling in every view.
11

Al call this my Okey to the shells, 50 he wrot:
by opening up for mass production, precision in manufacture and simple erection, and with this
geometrical system |l attainfdllar mony bet ween all the shapes in

12 And | do meamuadrillions although | admit this is only an estimate. | would have counted the

sheep, but | was driving and couldndét risk fal



thoughi most wereare unfamiliar. Pineand eucalypus, but al so trees
Were those the famous Australian gum tRadew about tlese, with the white bark? Or
those, that look like cypress but have lost all their leattsd to tell.Birds, too, were
unfamiliar, and severe their raucousalls.

Magnificently engineered highways; immaculate vergé®e small towns loaokd sort of
familiar, especially thestorefront marqueesunlike the shatteredsmall townsin the
United Statesthough, shuttered business were rare (n NSW anyway). As i grew
darker andwetter,| drove towardshelterat the mean depressingcramped Ibis Budget
Hotelin suburban Watso®CT.13

Canberra was designed from scratch by two American architects, Walter Burley Griffin
and his wife MariorMahoney Griffin. Thebasic plan(right) wasselectedn 1912, after a
competition the plan was changed somewhat before

the Australian Parliament moved there frg
Melbournein 1927. The original desigright) shows
a street plan created entirely froWWalter Burley
Gr i f Head ard sndeedhewrote

| have planned a city that is not like any other in "=
world. | have planned it not in a way that | expect/"<
any government authorities in the world would accep.
have planned an ideal citya city that meets my ide
of the cty of the future.

Canberra still feels that way, at least in its official g
ernmental and diplomatic quarteas seen from a tou|
bus and later from my caWide distances that look SRS
lovely on the map are sterile and unwelcoming on the grotmsjmuchtoo far towalk

from one place to anotheéFhe grand ceremonial avenue is lined with imposing statuary
groups that are almost impossible to stop and examine. Many of the government
buildings, and the embassies, are timéook at but have to be approacha a car (or, in

the case of embassies these days, not dt'all).

13 ACT means Australian Capital Tewily, not a state but a much bigger equivalent of our District

of Columbia. If you are searching for a reason to accumulate lots of money, a good one to start
with would be that you would never have to find yourself in an Ibis Budget Hotel. What more
reasonwould anyone needEven in the Ibis, though, evgone was very nice to me, waiving
charges without being asked.

14 At the time Canberra was indeed fa city é not
designs have since been built (Brasilia, ggample, and Chandigarh), and continue to be built
(like Naypyitaw in Burma and Astana in Kazakhstan) by autocratic governments who thus reveal
their preference for grandiosity over the experience of actual people. Washington, although

(footnote continue¥ )



| took a tour of the Australian Parliameatl, modern tapestries and rare woaoalsd sat in
onPr i me MQuesidndiméstarringlean, musculaifony Abbott(left),*> whose

air of rebxed commandhade him seem like a man in charge rather than one who would
lose his job in a party coup just a week latavent to the National

HAIRY
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decorations

Museum and learned all about theeat
rabbt infestationi 24 rabbits imported i
1859 to provide hunting sport for settle
grew in 90 years to 600 million, wh
devoured plants and crops and ringbark
trees and drove competing species

extinction.T h ey
problem yet®

| spent an afternoon at the famous '
Memorial which has dirst-rate military museum and alsohggh BT £
domed chamber for the tomb of the Unknown Australian Sol(dmr) Every day at
quarter to five theypost an bnor guard anchold a moving memorialservice ina
colonnadeoutside by a reflecting pool, remembering the Australian war déagiper
pipesa lament and a bugler plajfhe Last Post’ It wasNavy Day, so an Australian
admiral was theraevearinga wide expanse of gold on his cuffs, and soragy\fancy

havenot

War memorialsare good as far as they go, but what | most wanted to see in Australia

were kangaroosThe most likely spot, according to the Tourist Office, was the
Tidbinbilla Nature Reservé | was advisedto go in the late afteoon, wha the
kangaroos are out grazing $§ drove from the lbis to Tidbinbilla more than 30 miles
away,only to find that late afternoon may be convenient for kangaroosdsube hard
on tourists as the gatefose at six. Nevertheless the friendly werdet me in, and sure

(footnote continued )

purposebuilt from asingle plan, has not developed into a place like these, perhaps because it was

built so much earlier, on a more reasonable scale, and not by a dictatorship.

15
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Cartoon by Mark Knight.

They tried guns. They tried traps. They tried ferrets. They triecefe and gas. They even tried
releasing viruses and bacilli to create rabbit plagues. There are still manymillions more

rabbits in Australia than most people there find convenient.

17

The LastPostis used like our Taps, but is much longed more complex musically, anslaften
followed by another bugle call known as The Rouse. Using The Riousther circumstances a
wakeup call, to close remembrance services is a symbol of Christiameetson. Lookhere for

a video of the daily service at the Australian War Memorial, including The Last Post.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rabbits_in_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rabbits_in_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Last_Post
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=50pKkx6N9Io

enough there was a whole hillside full of kangaroos, grazing and hopping around visiting
each other. | watched entranced from my éafew times | gave a quick toot on my
horn, andsaw100 long brown eangse up in unison.

7 e s U gl

After the kangaroos there was nothing to do but leave town, so | headed south, back in
New South Wales but east ACT, along theGreat Dviding Range*® Like the route to
Tidbinbilla, this was brown and sere (it was early September, dgoivi@ our early
March), and crowded with small hillocks.o&e of themshaped like conegent a Dr.
Seuss quality to the landscape (below left).

After a few hours turnedwest to pass through the SmpMountains (above right). The
climate hadmostly been so md and temperate, despits eing winter, that | had my
doubts whether there wouléally be any snowBut there was plenty of it (fortunately
not on the road), and many spectacular vistas and sylvan interllidlesSnow
Mountains form a part of the Diing Range called the Australian Alps. Although they
arenot high byAmerican standards (the high@stak Mt. Kosciuszko, i¥310 feet 228
meter$), the Australians are very proud of theamd go there to ski artdke and climb
andplay in the snowlt took many hours to thread my way along wingdroads anaver
onelane bridges, andwas dazzled all the way.

18 Or Australian Cordillera. It divides the coastal lowlands from the eastern upleineise

Canberra is situated.
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| had planned to come out of the mountains near the border
the state of Victoria, so | could crossa bridgeand check off
another Australia state.The Murray River forms the boundar
in that region;arising in themountains,it becanes (with the
Darling and their tributarigsa mighty river system watering
most of southeast Australiage map aiight).®

Darling River

Although | did spend the night Mictoria, most ofthis part of mytrip was in New South
Wales Captain Cook named it that iv70becausdrom his shipthe sight of the rocky
shore reminded him ajfld south Wales. The interiatleminded me of south Wales too

as notedntensely greenfull of sheep in fenced pastures amudistant hills.But in the
Murray Basin it was as the view had been magicalékpandedandfields andpasture

that would have been small enclosuire Wales reached to ¢hhorizon.Flowering trees

in pink, white, @ple-green and vibrant yellow; fields @oldenrapeseed| di dnot
many good pictures of the Murray Basin, and the pictures | camyirmdhersdo not do it
justice But it seemed to me the most beautifiypulent agricultural landscape | had seen
anywhere in the world

19 | crossed the river and entered Victoria more or less where the Murray River label is pointing on
the map.
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