Dear Friends,

So ;1 May 14 after the New York high school reunions told about in my last ldtter,
flew from Newark Airport across the ocean oo n d o n 6 Heatarow Alirport,
sleeping almasall the way thanks to SAmbien patron of jetlag | picked up my car
the next morningt an isolated exurban Sheraton (Colnbrook Bypass, West Draytdn)
headedveston the ugly M4 Motorway, which felt like a grim extension of Heathrow

PART ONE: SOME ENGLAND BUT MOSTLY WALES

My aim was to get to Wales. kat been there once befoyears ago antiad beerso
impressedby the beauty of the pladewanted to see it againBut my first stop was
Ramsburyin Wiltshire, to visit a specialized heraldic bookseller called Heraldry Today.
As soon as | turned off thiglotorway | found myself on a tiny odane rural English
road, tall flowering hedgerows on both sides running throfiglls of greengrass and
brilliant yellow rapeseeds if | had gone in an instant fradBlade Runneto The Wind in
the Willows

Trecs very cio:
.r‘og’sﬁmr

Hedgerows were to be th
dominant roadside feature for the next two weeks. Tdrey

built up over many years sometimes centuriésto divide fields and isolate roadways;

once grown they become quite impermeable to people and animals of any significant
size, and form relatively permanent boundarié¢tedgerow trees sometimes mabbve

the road and make tunnélsindeed driving in hedgerow country feels like being in a

maze as you canot see over t heWithoun@GP8iist he s u
hard to know where youa?

1 Actually it was Temazepam.

2 Max Hooper, irhis bookHedgeq1974) says that the age of a hedge can be determined
by counting the number of woody species in a length of 30 feet and multiplying it by 110
years.



| had bought heraldic books fromeraldry Today for 35 years, but the illness of the

owner meanthe businessvould have to close, or at leasé¢ soldif they could find

someone to buy it, sib might be my last chance tb@p there. If this had happened 30

years ago, when | was a lot younger and looking for a chance to move to England, |
might have bought the business my$dhy now | wouldhave beeithe onerying to sell

But it didndt happowhnolartger wantdo nrovegorEnglandi Tine , a n
owner 6s daughter told me that I ibdnlgthi®f peo
chance had come sooner.

I di dnot find all t hat much to buy at H
everything of inérest published on my subject in Englidtut | did buy some lovely

foreign books two in Polish and one each in Spanish, German and Dutch. And it was

very gratifying to see my own booEmblems of the Indian Stajedfered forsale at HT

and to learnthat some copies had already been sold.

After Ramsburyl headed for Great Ashley deep in Wiltshite,the farmhousebed &
breakfastl booked on the Internet so | would have somewhere to go my first night in
country. It was the first of manysuch placed stayed ini not perfectly
comfortable, but adequate, and situated in fragrant green countryside an
lowing of cattle and bleating of sheep, with a nice pot of tea waiting forlm
went to the local pulithe Fox and Houndspr dinner My first taste of bitter
(real English alewas like rain on parched earth. There is no drink as g
except maybe Guinness. The Fox and Houndsahzery sophisticated dinneg
menu using local ingredientsthe days of English food being a sour jokay
be over.

| chose Great Ashley because it was near to Batims left) a
place | had never visited but wanted to séad it was worth the
visit T Bath is a lovely town, very trim, lots of elegant structures
andBath stoneof softestyellow. Bath is called thaiecause of the
Roman bath, sited hefer the medicinal spring. The Roman baths
have been nicely restoredegbelow left), and it is possible to
imagine Romans splashing around in theand being oiled and
scraped down by bathhoustaves. Bath Abbeyaxt door s
crammed with memorial plaquébelow right) and heraldicglass
andcarved wood anthid-up military flags and heraldi®of bosses

on the fan vaulting (below center). | spent quite a while there and could have spent a lot
more. The Pump Househere Regency folks took the cure is now a fancy restaurant, but
the springwater is available fieinside the Roman Bath complekiried it and it is not

bad, warm and strong but not sulfurous or nasty.




One of the most impressive sights in Bathd indeed anywhere, is the Royal Crescent, a
masterpiece of Georgian architecture desigrad :

by John Wood the Younger and completed
1774. As with the Taj Mahal or the Eiffel
Tower, picturesdo not prepareyou for the

presence of such a mighty monurhefhe

Royal Crescents so enormous it is hard t
find an imageof the whole structurebut the dudie
photoatright should give some id€&a. i

After Bath | crossed one of the shiny ne o -

bridges over the Severn and finally reached Wglagge below) | spent ny first nlght

there with Hazel and Do uparentsssneakKNewpoigayslap my f r
up dinner and a pint in the pub afterward.

Driving in Britain can bevery stressful. Staying to the left is no
problem, but theaadsareso narrow, igheson the left to hedgerow

or wall, incheson the right to hideous deatepmetimes just a single
lane,andif slightly wider thencarsareparkedright in the road There

is oftenno view of the countryside because tfie hedgerowsand
whenyoudoses o met hi ng yas therecasemaetges,snb o p
shouldersandcarsmovingin both directions. Sometimeise road is

too narrow even to opetihe door. | decided toheadtoward less
populated countryporth into the Brecon Beacons National Park.

So | drove out of the traffic and onto the high and barptace calledMynydd
Llangynidr. Still hedgerows, but places to stop, and after a while even the hedgerows

For a panoramic view dhe Royal Crescent, see
http://www.virtualtourpro.com/tours/September09/BBtlloons/RoyalCrescent.html

4 The mottoPLEIDIOL WYF IGM GWLAD meand am true to my country


http://www.virtualtourpro.com/tours/September09/Bath-Balloons/Royal-Crescent.html

ended andevealedovely viewsin all directions. Little villages in the distance; sheep
everywhere, and horses and shaggy ponies looking after themselves. There was a harsh
wind, and rain on and off. Warm for a moment, then cold as clouds hid thé&auhey

it f you want td¢goeoWBIeshamas, donot

Right from the Sever Bridge allthe signs wee in Welsh althoughusually (but not
alwayg in English too. The English helps a lot. Otherwise who would know that
cylcheodd winwys mwen eytew cytew cwm@anshomemade onion rings Or that
Pei dewch © dmweansDg mobclimbmreth@ reodmumerit But no worries: Mae
dewis o bwdinau ar gael, holwch os gwelwch yn ddi.helps to realize thatv is a
vowel , but i1t doesndt help much.

| stopped for a look at theelancholyruins of theBlaenarvon Iron Worksa World
Heritage Sitefor its importance to the Indtrial Revolution and dterwards had a good
lunch at the Red Liomn Llangynidr. There was no network available for my mobile
phone, but the host at the Red Lion hooked me up wBi&.R in nearbyTalybonton
Usk. Ikept my traveng shabatthere andslept through most of the next dayt was my
first day off in quite a while.Great food at the Coa@ndHorses and delicious Welsh
cider on tap.Lovely green hills deep in vegetation; mist asadt rain. Continual bleat of
she@ from every quarterSlept more.

After Llangynidr | got into a rhythm of
traveling in rural Wales. One or two
nights in abed and breakfast plade
Llanarthe, Tremynydd Fach and then
on for more, heading generally westward
until | reached the sea, @rthen south.
Bright green pastures, dark green hills,
. fluffy tree canopy, darker trees and
hedgerows. Dark gray skiesvaysabout
to rain. Sheep and cows and sometimes
: - - AR goats, and then Ilots more sheep.
Songblrds and caw of Crows, and soft patterain. Green and brown and sometimes
yellow fields, hedgerows and trees disappearing in mist into dead white sky.

A sekection of desserts is availabjgease askSo me Wel sh phrases dono
translation, for examplpot o te



Wildflowers i | stoppedat the National Botanic Garden of Walesee

clever logo left)to pick up afield guide,a s | di dnraost off ecogr
them. Bluebells andbuttery buttecups, yes, but noted campioror rag

natonalBotanic  OSE€0I herbrrobert; blue campionr speedwellyellow celandinepapery

e \Welsh poppyor rich spiny

_ oredeel®™ gorse;  white  chickweec

and garlic mustard and wild radish a
mile after mile of cow parsley (right),
sometimes turning whole hedgews
white. | drove along at 10 mghno hurry
as distances were very small and an
there wasnowhere | needed to be. | g

better at stopping in the road, waving others past, blocking feeder lanemtet hmy

hooter around every befidho one else did this, which seemed a little crazy as you could

not see or hear anyone approachihglden by the hedgem a winding ondane road

with no shoulder to escape to. | had a diaiut sheepvith a sheep famerwho said he

would not recommend the life to his young daughtdig offered to sell me one of his

nicest sheep for £200. | was only slightly temgtdd knew | coul dndot ea
in the time | had left.

| kept going west on country road
aiming for the sea. Itspped at Castel
Henllys to see the reconstructed Irg
Age hill fort (right), a fascinating
installation of thatched buildings macsss
with iron age materials and technolog =
exactly upon the remains of the origin
fort. The teight of the thatched S
structuresvas based on runoff patterns around the excavated postholes

| was aiming for the intriguingly named town of Fishguard on the coast, but first:
sheepdogs! A sheepdog trainer wasffering demonstrationat £5 a headdozens of

peope showed up with themwn dogs, to sit in the bleachers and see how it was ddne.

sinewy lady made a sensation by entering on a golf cart driven and steered by Doris the
Sheepdogs o met hi ng | 6d never e Vvenwe watchegliabeed cou
dogs herded sheep (and indignant geese) in and out capleascommantél

| stayed that night with theheepdog peoplend had a good dinner @he Sloop Inmat
thelittle cove village of PorthgainButthe room was not comfortablgo | moved a the

For a useful list of sheepdog commands,lgge//www.herdingdog-trainingborder
collie-sheepdogivd.com/herding_sheepdog_command_terminology.hou never
know.



http://www.herding-dog-training-border-collie-sheepdog-dvd.com/herding_sheepdog_command_terminology.htm
http://www.herding-dog-training-border-collie-sheepdog-dvd.com/herding_sheepdog_command_terminology.htm

next dayto an organic farm at bvely spot just down the roadyith a view over a
encattled pasture tanathercovewith aromantic tower overlooking the se.ou can 6 t
get much more Welsh than that was making friendsvith the cattle when myostess
approached and startled them, but they came back at a few words offiveidierand
licked my hand A cowbds t on g ueCrunch oflgrass dVales smetls! like.
newmown fields. Below are a few pictures to give a sense of what | saw.




